In this lecture we will explore more of the basics of
the adobe illustrator interface. Mastering your work
area is very important, there are tons of little things
that can be learned to make you better equipped to
make you more efficient at using lllustrator (as with
any program). The bottom line is being able to do
what you love better, faster and with more
confidence. Confidence is key. It will lead you to
better projects, better jobs and more offers.

Last week in our first class we looked at the bare
bones basics of lllustrator, this week we will go a
little more in depth.

User Interface

For some users, changing your workspace may be
important to you. Some people prefer the lighter
workspace while some prefer the dark work space. If
you work a lot at night you may prefer the darker
option. Heres how you can change it to your
preference.



Go to: lllustrator > Preferences > User Interface

@ Aboutilustrator...

Preferences

Here you will be able to change interface
preferences. You can also change the default of
opening documents in tabs or as individual
documents here.
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Workspaces



Remember last week we briefly touched on the
workspace tab when we made sure we had the
"essentials" option clicked. Well lets take a closer
look at that.

The options in here provide quick ways to change
our workspace to give us the tools we will need
depending on what we are working on.

Notice in the screen shot below when we are
working in the essentials works space the bar on the
right. If we change this to "web" for examples it
changes the side bar...




Keep in mind that all the items that are placed into
these workspaces are accessible in the "Window"
tab in the top menu. You can also create custom
workspaces by selecting "New workspace..." in the
workspaces tab and naming your new work space.
At this point you could select items in the window tab
and drag them to the side bar where they can be
docked.

Swatches
Lets take a closer look at our colour swatches.

As you may know already, on the left side of the
screen there are 2 colour pickers. The solid one is



for fill colours and the one with the hollow centre is
for borders/outlines.

We can also use the colour and swatches tabs to
choose colours. Choosing colours in the colour tab
will automatically update the picker. Remember
these tabs can be open by clicking the "Window"
button in the top menu.

You can also click on a colour in the swatches tab
and tweak the colour to your need.



Left Tool Panel

We can also configure the left tool panel as well.

Notice the small arrows on the top of the bar, we can
condense the tool bar to save space, we can also
undock the tool bar as well by clicking and dragging
on the top bar.



Custom Workspace
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A more in-depth look at our tools:



Selection (V) Selects, moves, and —
transforms entire objects
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Magic Wand (Y) Selects objects based ——
on their color and opacity attributes

Pen (P) Draws paths that are composed ——
of curved and/or straight segments
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Line Segment (\) Draws separate ——}
straight lines at any angle
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Paintbrush (B) Creates Calligraphic,—
Scatter, Art, Bristle, or Pattern brush strokes
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Blob Brush (Shift-B) Creates closed —|
freehand shapes (or reshapes them)
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Rotate (R) Rotates objects ——}-

Y
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Width (Shift-W) Reshapes ——}
an object’s stroke 4

X

Shape Builder (Shift-M)—
Combines objects

Mesh (U) Creates and edits —— {4
multicolored mesh objects
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Eyedropper (I) Samples and ——
applies paint or type attributes
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Symbol Sprayer (Shift-S) Sprays ——
symbol instances into a set

Artboard (Shift-O) Createsand | 'D' g
document artboards T i 4
Hand (H) Moves the document in — {‘I?
its window 4
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Fill (press X to toggle or click to
activate) The color, gradient, or——+
pattern that fills the inside of a path

Default Fill and Stroke (D) Sets the fill —__|
color to white and the stroke to black 1 pt. %

Gradient (>) Resets the fill or/ n [l E |
stroke to the last gradient
Color (<) Resets the fill or E Q |

stroke to the last solid color

Gripper bar, for moving the panel
. Direct Selection (A) Selects and reshapes
objects by their anchor points and segments

—— Lasso (Q) Selects individual points and seg-
ments on a path by dragging around them

——Type (T) Creates and edits horizontal type

. Rectangle (M) Draws rectangles and squares

— Pencil (N) Draws freehand paths

——Eraser (Shift-E) Erases sections of objects

. Scale (S) Enlarges and shrinks objects

. Free Transform (E) Rotates, scales, reflects,
shears, distorts, or applies perspective to objects

. Perspective Grid (Shift-P) Puts objects into
one-, two-, or three-point perspective

L Gradient (G) Changes the position, length,
radius, or angle of existing gradients

—— Blend (W) Creates shape and color blends
between objects

—— Column Graph (J) Creates column graphs

—— Slice (Shift-K) Defines slice areas of a
document

——Zoom (Z) Changes the zoom level of a
document

—— Swap Fill and Stroke (Shift-X) Swaps the
current fill and stroke colors

- Stroke (press X to toggle or click to activate)
The color or pattern that’s applied to a path

—— None (/) Sets the current stroke or fill color
to None

—— Drawing modes: Draw Normal, Draw
Behind, or Draw Inside (Shift-D)

—— Screen modes (F) Change the size of the
document window and control the display

of lllustrator features



Lets look at the art board more in depth. First off, if
you create a new document and than later figure out
that you need to change the size of the art board,
you can do so without having to create a new
document.

Go to: File > Document Set up
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Document Setup

Here you can resize the art board and change
settings



Here you can resize your art board. You can also
press the enter key and an art board options box will

pop up...
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In here you can edit the art board with number
values.

You can also use presets, These presets give you
many options. You can for example fit your art board
to the content.



We can go back to the Document set up > Edit art

boards and than click the Presets bar on the upper
left...



Fit to Artwork Bounds
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In the case above we select the "Fit to Artwork



Bounds" option and it will fit the art board to your
work.

We can also change the orientation of our art board
as well if we look just to the right of the presets
selection box...

In here we can change to landscape, portrait or add
a new art board, delete art board as well as rename
the art board.

If we look even further in the art board options to the
right, we have some added buttons.

From the left the buttons are as follows:

Move Copy - Allows you to move your art board



around whilst also moving the artwork that is drawn
on the art board as well.

Show Centre Mark - Shows the centre of the art
board.

Show Crosshairs - Shows cross hairs on the art
board.

Show Video Safe Areas - Shows a video safe area,
used in creation of artwork for videos.

We also have boxes with values in them:

The X and Y values are used to move the art board
on the screen. The X Value is Horizontal and the Y is
vertical.

Another way you can move around your art board.
Hold space bar and move around the art board by
clicking and holding on the art board.

The Width and height values will change the size of
the art board.



Finally, we must take a closer look at zooming
options, this will be important in your workflow. If you
are using a multi touch computer like a macbook.
You can simply use 2 fingers and pinch to zoom in or
out.

If you are not using such a device, you will notice on
the bottom left of the Ul, a numbered box. This is
another way we can zoom in or out on our
document.

Another way we can do is is by using the navigator.
Remember, if the navigator is not loaded you can
bring it up by clicking: Window > Navigator.



Using this you can move the art board and zoom in
or out by clicking on the hill icons.



