WHAT IS CSS?

CSS (Cascading style sheets) are the method in which
websites (and developers) control visual & positioning,
aspects of a websites front end. Think of a house, the
house being build using HTML, The CSS would essentially
be the interior design, controlling the colors of paint, floor
style, furniture and positioning and so on. All the aspects
of the visuals, colors for the different types of text (H1, H2,
H3, H4 and so on, paragraph text, linked text. background
colors, background images, positioning of different
elements, fonts, and even animating certain elements can
be controlled with CSS. The scope of CSS coding is very
vast and you will forever be learning new things as you

grow in your career, but for now we will start you off with
the basics.

Remember the analogy for HTML being like the frame of a
building? Well CSS is what makes the building look nice!



ANATOMY

Css starts with a selector:

selector {

}

And than we add properties and values

selector {
property: value;
property: value;

}
SELECTORS



There are different types of selectors but for now let’s just
concentrate on a few.

{

(This is where your code will go);

}

{

(This is where your code will go);
(This is where your code will go);

}

{

(This is where your code will go);
(This is where your code will go);
(This is where your code will go);

}



Each line of code must always end with a ";}"

There are generally 2 methods used to add in CSS to your
HTML files. Internal & external.

Adding internal CSS code is when you simply add CSS
code into any HTML file, when doing this you always add
the CSS code into the head tags. This method should only
be used if you are making a 1 off page or not using a lot of
CSS code. As you progress in your career you might start
dealing with rather large CSS files with 100's or even 1000
or more lines of CSS code, in that case you will always be
dealing with external CSS files.

background-color: #FFF;
}




hl{
color: #8383 83;
margin-left: 40px;

}
style

head

*Note the "style" Tags. Your CSS that is imbedded in a
HTML page must be contained within the Head tags AND
also contained in Style tags.

The second method is to call an external CSS file into an
HTML page.

This method allows you to handle large amounts of CSS
and keep it separate from your HTML file and keeps your
projects more organized as well as keeps loading time
quicker. To load an external CSS file, instead of adding
code into the head tags, we call the CSS file in the head
tags. All this does is tells our HTML page to call up and
include the CSS code from its own separate file.
Dreamweaver also recognizes this while editing the HTML
file it will in real time edit the CSS file if you make
changes.



head

link href="css/style.css" rel="stylesheet" type="text/css"
head

There is also an "inline" Method of adding CSS which is
when you add in CSS directly onto an element in an HTML
page. For example adding CSS to a H1 tag, However this
method should be used sparingly, if at all. This is not a
recommended method of using CSS.

h1 style="color:blue;margin-left:30px;">This is a heading.

Just a quick example on keeping things organized.. As
stated earlier, as you progress in your career, you will be
dealing with larger and larger CSS files. With this being
said you will want to get in the habit of keeping things
clean and organized right off the cuff to make things easier
for you in the long run. Always keep your code written line



by line, having the CSS element at the top and the CSS
properties written 1 property per line. Heres an example:

html {
margin: O;

body {
margin: O;

hl{
margin: O;

.wrapper {
width: 70%;
border: 1px solid;
border-color: #222;
margin: auto;
padding: Opx;

header {
background-image: url(img/header.png);
background-repeat: no-repeat;
background-attachment: fixed;
margin: O;
height: 500px;




nav li {
display: inline-block;
padding: 5px;

nav li a {
text-decoration: none;
font-size: 20px;
font-family: sans-serif;
color: #222;

h1,h2,h3,h4,h5,h6 {
font-family: sans-serif;

p{
font-family: sans-serif;
font-size: 13px;

You want the end result of your code to be orderly and
neat.

*Note* If you ever end up using a template or working on
someone else's work and the CSS code is not properly
formatted there are free online tools you can use to quickly
format a CSS file. We call this css beautify.

https://www.cleancss.com/css-beautify/


https://www.cleancss.com/css-beautify/

In CSS we can select the fonts and font styles/colors we
want to use for the various classes of text on our sites.

As far as colors go, in CSS they are usually defined one of
3 ways:

a color name - like "red"
a HEX value - like "#ff0000"
an RGB value - like "rgb(255,0,0)"

Personally | like to use HEX values, but any method
WOrks.

In this example, we are making text within the body
selector black.

body {
(of0][o] gE-201010101010K

You can also define heading text as well. Keep in mind this
is good practice for SEO. These will be for titles, sub titles
and so on. They are defined by H1, H2 and H3. H1 being
for main titles, H2 for sub titles and H3 for other important
blocks.



hl{
color: #000066;
}

h2 {

color: #0000b3;
}

h3 {
color: #6666 6ff;

Next we can add in the kind of font family we want and set
other style attributes like the font size:

body {
color: #000000;

font-family: "Times New Roman", Times, serif;
font-size: 12px;

You can define how you want the background of a
webpage to look, either using a color or using a
background image or a combo of both. If you are using a
background image it can either be a full image or a
repeating image.



Using a color for the BG:

body {

background-color: #555;

Using an image:

body {

background-image: url("BG.gif");

*Note that when using a non repeating image, you must
work with the image for it to look properly as widely as you
can. On some screens the picture may be smaller and
some screens larger. So for some users it might look fine
on the website but some it might look odd and not fit
properly. Keep this in mind when using this practice.

Using a repeating image:

body {
background-image: url("gradient_bg.png");

background-repeat: repeat-x;

*Note in some cases you will need to repeat-y instead
depending on the nature of your repeating BG image.



repeating-x will repeat the image horizontally —
repeating-y will repeat the image vertically |

Using a fixed position for a background:

body {
background-image: url("BG.png");

background-repeat: no-repeat;
background-attachment: fixed;

}

In this case the background image stays fixed in place and
does not scroll with the site.

Sometimes you will need to use a mix of these codes to
make things look right. For example, if you had a web
page with a fixed BG lets say a light blue to white gradient
that was placed at the top of the page and only extended
to the middle of the page. The white at the bottom of the
gradient would need to be continued below so you could
make the BG under the gradient white to ensure it would
always look proper.

body {
background-image: url("BG.png");
background-repeat: repeat-x;

background-attachment: fixed;
background-color: #fff;

}



Padding creates space around elements in CSS. Here is
an example.

HOMESERVICESPRICINGCONTACT

'

Request a Quote

[ Email address

nsole Q

padding-top: 15px;
”m padding-bottom: 15px;

Here | have taken out the padding in the navigation. This
causes the nav links to squish up against each other and
look awful. This can happen with any element on a
webpage. You will have to add in some padding or take
some away sometimes to make things look right.
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Now with the added padding the nav links look a lot better.

There are a few different ways it works, you can set the
padding for each individual side or you can shorthand the
code. Always think of it in a clockwise order: top right
bottom left.

When setting the values for spacing you will use one of
these methods:

 length - specifies a padding in px, pt, cm, etc.



* % - specifies a padding in % of the width of the
containing element

* inherit - specifies that the padding should be inherited
from the parent element

Let’s take a look at setting this for each individual side.

nav {
padding-top: 10px;
padding-right: Opx;

padding-bottom: 50px;
padding-left: 30px;

}

Here we can clearly see whats what, each side will have
the amount of respective padding coded.

Now let’s look at the short hand code.

nav {

padding: 10px Opx 50px 30px;

}

This is the same code as the above code but it is just
shortened down. Either way they both do the same thing.
At first it might be easier for you to use the 1st example.
You do not always need to use all 4 sometimes you can
get away with using only what you need:



nav {

padding-left: 30px;

}

*NOTE Working with margins is similar to working with
padding, having both the regular and short hand code.

nav {
margin-top: 10px;
margin-bottom: Opx;
margin-right: 50px;
margin-left: 30px;

}

nav {
margin: 10px Opx 50px 30px;

}

All the margin properties can have the following values:

- auto - the browser calculates the margin
length - specifies a margin in px, pt, cm, etc.

* % - specifies a margin in % of the width of the
containing element

* inherit - specifies that the margin should be inherited
from the parent element



Now, let’s take a closer look at the structure of the CSS
and see what it is doing to our HTML in more depth to
break it down.

Structure

Let’s look at the structure again to recap. We can see all
our codes start with a selector, then an opening curly
bracket, then the style codes anding with ";", and ends
with a closing curly bracket.

ad Pro*, “Arial Narr

Selector & Openin
(?o{de

Closing }

Parts of a basic page

In this example the div’s are using ID’s so the selector will



be a hashtag #. If they were classes we would use a "." in
place of the "#".

body {

}
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This is the entire body of the webpage. For example
styling this with a color will make the background of the
website the color defined.

#container {

}
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This is the container of the content on the site. Codes in
here will alter the contents within the container as a whole.

#header {



WebsiteName

Welcome

Lorem ipsum dolor?

Praesent aliquam, justo convallis luctus rutrum, erat nulla fermentum diam, at ponummy quam
ante ac quam. Quisque omare risus quis ligula, Phasellus tristique punss a augue condimentum
adipiscing. Aenean sagittis. Etiam leo pede, thoncus venenatis, tristique in, vulputate at, odio.
Donec et ipsum et sapien vehicula nonumeny. Suspendisse potenti. Pusce varius uma id quam.

Suspendisse potenti?

Quisque omare risus quis ligela. Phasellus tristique purss a augue condimentum adipiscing.
Aenean sagittis. Exiam leo pade, thoncus venenatis, tristique in, vulputate at, odio. Dosec et ipsum
et saplen vehicula nonummy. Suspendisse potentl. Fusce varius wmna id quam. In eget porus.
Integer turpls arcy, eget, cursus o, ut, saplen. Fusce metus mi, eleifend
solliciudin, molestie id, varius ¢, nibh.
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This is the header. Codes in here will alter the contents of
the header.

This is the menu. Codes in here will alter the contents of
the menu area as a whole.

This specifies the actual links in the menu area, so altering
this will reflect on the actual menu links.*Note anytime you



see a selector name with an "a" after it, it means that it is
referring to links within that section. "menu a:" "sidebar a"
"main a" and so on.

This specifies the behaviour of the menu items when the
mouse is hovering over the menu item. Using code in here
is not necessary but if you want you could for example
make the color of the link change when the mouse is
hovering over it.

WebsiteName

Welcome

Lorem ipsum dolor?

Pracsent aliquam, justo convallis luctus rutrum, erat nulla fermentem diam, at nonummy quam
ante ac quam. Quisque omare risus quis liguls. Phasellus tristique purus a augse condimentum
adipiscing. Aencan sagittis. Etiam leo pede, rhoncus venenatis, tristique in, valpotate at, odio.
Dooec ot ipsum et saplen vehicela nonummy. Sespendisse potenti. Fusce varius uma id quam.

Suspendisse potenti?

Quisque omare risus quis ligula. Phasellus tristique purss a asgue condimentum adipiscing.
Aenean sagittis. Etiam leo pede, rhoncus venenatis, tristique in, vulputate at, odio. Donec et ipsum
et sapien vehicala nonummy, Suspendisse potenti, Pusce varius uma id quam. In eget purus.
Integer turpis arcu, pell eget, cursus e, ut, sapien. Pusce metus mi, deifend
sollicitodin, molestie id, varius et, nibh.
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WebsiteName

divasidebor 168x » $7x) LOTEm ipsum dolor?
Praesent aliquam, justo convallis hoctus retrum, erat nulla fermentom diam, at nonumey quam
ante ac quam. Quisque omare risus quis ligula. Phasellus tristique purus a augue condimentum
adipiscing. Aenean sagittis. Eiam leo pede, thoncus venenatis, tristiqee in, valpetate at, odio.
Donec et ipsum et sapien vehicula nonumemy. Suspendisse potenti. Pusce varius uma id quam.

Suspendisse potenti?

Quisque omare risus quis ligala. Phasellus tristiqoe purus a angue condimentum adipiscing.
Aenean sagittis. Exiam leo pede, rhoncus venenatis, tristique In, vulputate at, odio. Donec et ipsum
et saplen vehicula nonummy. Suspendisse potentl. Fusce varius uma id quam. In eget pures.
Integer turpés arcy, eget, cursus of, e, sapben. Fusce metus mi, elelfend
sollicitudin, molestie id, varius et, nibh.
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This is the sidebar area. Adding code in here will alter the
sidebar area as a whole.



WebsiteName

Lorem ipsum dolor?

Pracsent aliquam, justo convallis luctes rutrum, erat nulla fermentum diam, at nonssmny quam
ante ac quam. Quisque omare risus quis ligula. Phasellus tristiqoe purus a augoe condimentum
adipiscing. Aenean sagittis. Exiam Jeo pede, thoncus venenatis, tristiqoe in, valpotate at, odio,
Donec et ipsum et sapien vehicsla uma id quam.

Suspendisse potenti?

th:umrl_qﬁﬂ‘ﬂl. Phasellus tristique purus a augoe condimentum adipiscing.
Aencan sagittis. Exi; ede, rhoncus tristique in, valputate at, odio. Donec et ipsum
uuﬂnv&hﬂnm Suspendisse potenti. Fusce varius uma id quam. In eget purus.
Integer turpis arcu, eget, cursus et, ut, sapien. Fusce metus mi, deifend
sollicitodin, molestie id, varius et, nibh.

This is referring to the main area of the webpage where
the general content will go. Adding code in here, for
example making the text 12px will make all the text in this
area as a whole that size.



WebsiteName

HOME ABOUT US SERVICES  CONTACTS

Welcome
Lorem ipsum dolor?

Praesent aliquam, justo convallis luctes rutrum, erat nulla fermentum diam, at noowsnmy Quam
ante ac quam. Quisque omare risus quis ligala. Phasellus tristiqoe purus a sugoe condimentum
adipiscing. Aenean sagits. Exiam Jeo pede, thoncus venenatis, tristique in, vulpotate at, odio,
Donec et ipsum et sapien whicsla noaummy. Suspendisse potenti, Fusce varius uma id quam.

Suspendisse potenti?

Quisque omare risus quis ligula. Phasellus tristique porus 2 augoe condimentum adipiscing.
Aenean sagittis. Etiam leo pede, rhoncus venenatis, tristiqoe in, valputate at, odio. Donec et ipsum
et sapien vehicula nonwmmy. Suspendisse potenti. Fusce varius uma id quam. In eget purus.
Integer tarpis arcu, eget, cursus et, ut, sapien. Fusce metus mi, deifend
sollicitudin, molestie id, varius et, nibh.
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This is referring to the footer of the site.

Basic CSS Codes

Backgrounds

background: #FFFFFF: This is telling the background to be
white.

background-image: url(/public_html/images/BG.png); This
is defining a background image (located in the
public_html/images folder from the site root).
background-repeat: repeat: This is telling the background
image to repeat on all axis.

background-repeat: repeat-x; This is telling the
background image to repeat on only the X Axis
(Horizontally).



background-repeat: repeat-y; This is telling the
background image to repeat on only the Y Axis (Vertically).
background-position: top: This is telling the background
image to sit at the top of the page.

background-position: bottom; This is telling the
background image to sit at the bottom of the page.
background-position: left; This is telling the background
image to sit on the left of the page.

background-position: right; This is telling the background
image to sit on the right of the page.
background-attachment: fixed: This is telling the
background image to stay fixed in place and not scroll with
the content of the web page.

Example:

background-image: url(/public_html/images/BG.png)
background-repeat: repeat-x

In this example:
There is a background image
Repeating on the X Axis (Horizontally)

font-family: "Arial Narrow", "Myriad Pro"; This is telling the
given font to be the specified font family.

font-size 24px: This is defining the font size.

font-weight: normal: This defines the boldness of the font,



in this example is not bold.

font-weight: bold; This defines the boldness of the font, in
this example is bold.

font-style: normal; This defines the font style, in this case
its normal.

font-style: italic; This defines the font style, in this case its
italic.

text-transform: capitalize; This will transform all text to
caps.

text-transform: lowercase: This will transform all text to be
lowercase.

text-decoration: underline; This will add a text decoration.
In this case its underline.

text-decoration: line-through: This will add a text
decoration. In this case its strikethrough.

text-align: center: This will make the text oriented to in the
center

text-align: left; This will make the text oriented to the left
text-align: right; This will make the text oriented to the right
text-shadow: #999: This will make a shadow for the text in
this case the shadow color is medium grey.

color: #869843: This would define what color you want the
text to be.

Example:
color: #c5d6db

text-decoration: none
font-size: 14px



font-family: "Arial Narrow", "Myriad Pro"

In this example we are telling the selector (in this case the
selector is the menu links) to:

Be a light greyish bluish color.

With no text decoration at all.

To be 14px in font size

To be Arial narrow. And if the users computer does not
have arial narrow, be Myriad Pro.

*Note When you specify a font family, the website relies on
the users computer to have that font installed on the
computer to use it, if it does not it will choose another font
from that font family, when we specify "Arial Narrow",
"Myriad Pro" the computer uses "Arial Narrow" 1st, if the
computer does not have this font installed, it will defer to
the next on the list "Myriad Pro". When choosing fonts
using this method you should always use "web safe" fonts.
In the case that you use a non web safe font and the users
computer does not have it installed, it will use a default
font.

Spacing & Placing

float: left; This is telling the selected object to sit to the left
of the screen. (If its in a container or a table it will sit to the
left inside the container or table)

float: right; This is telling the selected object to sit to the
right of the screen. (If its in a container or a table it will sit



to the right inside the container or table)
width: 780px: This is defining a width of the selected
object.

In closing. Because of the nature of coding as a whole,
there is no way to learn every code possible in a lesson,
semester or even course. The goal is to be acquainted
with the code structure and be familiar in general, this will
allow you to expand on your coding skills and understand
what things are doing thus allowing you to learn new code.
You will never stop learning any language of code just like
any spoken language. You must be resourceful and when
you run into something new, or want to find a new solution
to a task search. Google is your friend and you can always
find solutions online. There are millions of resources online
to help you along the way.

https://www.w3schools.com/cssref/default.asp
https://www.w3schools.com/CSSref/css_units.asp
http://bitdev.ca/learn/lectures/
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