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Help

Every shell has some sort of built in help system. You just 
have to know how to access it. Pretty much they are all 
similar to some degree. 

Before the internet. This there was no way to just google 
stuff quick. The first computer I learned on when I was a 
kid. When it started it just booted up with a DOS command 
prompt and when it loaded, all it had on the screen was:

C:\

Again, there was no way to google what to do, you had to 
either already know, or consult the manual/help and start 
learning commands. Also when you forget, you had to 
consult the manual/help. 



Help In various shells

Help in PWSH is similar to Linux or Mac’s man (manual) 
for example: man curl 

will return the manual for curl. Which we will have to press 



the q button to exit from after using it.

In other shells you can also type a command followed by 
-h to pull up a quick help for example: curl -h

Both of the above will work if you are using PWSH on Mac 
or linux. They may also work on windows, particularly the 
“man” command to bring up a manual. It depends on what 
commands you are using, if you are using a native cmdlet 
for PWSH.

Help In Powershell

More specifically to powershell and it’s own native 
cmdlet’s:

-PowerShell has an abundant help system
-Every cmdlet & alias has a help file
-Similar to man in linux
-Easy to access
-Updatable

General Help:
Help

This will bring up general help



Press the q key to quit

You can bring up the same thing by using the command: 
get-help

Which will load it in the prompt:



The next level of this is the help for specific commands, 
similar to the example from earlier where we return the 
help for curl.

Get-help (command-name)

For example: get-help export-csv



Note that when we get help for the command, we get 
some details:

Name of the command
Syntax of the command
Aliases of the command
Remarks of the command

You may also see:

Description of the command
Related Links for the command

Get help gives all documentation in one output. 

It can be used with wild cards “*” which is like saying 
everything (which can be relative).

For example: 

get-help * will pull up all the get helps for all the 
commands which you can browse through.



Whereas:

Get-help *help* will return all the help files specific to the 
help command.

Note how it lists the:

Name of the cmdlet
Category of the cmdlet
Module of the cmdlet
Synopsis of the cmdlet



Adding Parameters

Get help can be used with parameters

For example: get-help get-help

This command will get help on, you guessed it, the get 
help command. 

It will display different ways to get help.



We can ask for more details (-detailed)
Get-help get-help -detailed



See the difference? When we ask it to return help on get-
help with the param of -details we get more info.

-Gives Help with the added:
-Details on each parameter that we can use with the 
command.
-Details on common parameters used with the command.
-And much much more.

We can also ask for examples (-examples)
Get-help export-csv -examples



-Bypasses all the basic topic save Name and Synopsis.
-Gives only examples on the use of the command.

We can ask for full detail regarding each parameter use (-
full)
Get-help export-csv -full



-Gives basic help topics.
-Gives full details regarding each parameter and its use.
-Gives examples using the command.
-Difference between full and detailed are subtle.

Easier / Quicker Help



Help is an alias to get-help

Get-help *help*

See how when we ask for help on the wild card for all 
help, it returns this list whereas the 1st entry is a function, 
thats the alias to get-help.

- It’s easier and quicker to type
- Pauses ever screen in the console
- Uses like get-help

Help –Detailed Get-ChildItem

Is identical to

Get-help –Detailed Get-ChildItem

-In fact Help runs the Get-Help command but pauses the 
screen.

-No difference to the end user except it pauses so you can 
read the document.



-In the ISE environment there is no difference in the output 
of the commands, both scroll to the end of the document.

Updating Help

You can update help using:

Update-help

- Help system was modularized in PowerShell 3.0 to 
assure end user they had the newest help topics

- Windows PowerShell 3.0 does not come with help files

- Use the updatable help to install help

- If help files for a cmdlet, function or workflow are not 
installed on the computer, Get-Help displays auto 
generated help

-Prompts you to download the help files or read online as 
well

-Auto-generated help includes syntax and aliases, and 
remarks that explain how to use the Updatable Help 
cmdlets and to access the online help topics.



Saving Help

You can save help files to any location locally on your 
machine using:

Save-help

- Downloads the newest help files and saves them to a 
location you specify

- Allows you to update help on:
 
- Computers with no internet access
 
- Multiple computers
 
- Works just like Update-Help, except that it saves the 
downloaded cabinet (.cab) files, instead of extracting the 
help files from the .cab files

Installing without Internet

You can install help on computers with no internet access

To install help on computers with no internet access:
 
Use Save-Help –DestinationPath <Location to Save> To 
download the files to a shared folder in your network



Use
 
Update-Help –SourcePath <Files Location> To update 
help on any computer or multiple computers


